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R sponse to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment and remarks of November 25, 2004 are acknowledged 
and entered. 

2. Applicant's amendment and remarks have been fully considered. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 1, 3-9, 14, 16-19, and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hane. 

Hane shows a distribution tube assembly for an irrigation system of the type having a 
main supply line 7 for conveying fluid, the distribution tube assembly comprising an 
elongated frame with a first upstream end, a second downstream end and at least two 
fluid passageways 2 and 3 defined therein to permit more than one fluid stream 
therethrough, each passageway permitting fluid flow from the first upstream end to the 
second downstream end, at least one of the fluid passageways being in fluid 
communication with the main supply line, at least another of the fluid passageways 
being in fluid communication with a second fluid supply line 18. Hane also shows 
adaptors positioned at the first and second ends of the distribution assembly in which 
the adaptors comprise a branch fitting as recited in claims 4-7. Regarding claim 8, 
since the adaptor 6 has a bore disposed therein in fluid communication with at least one 
of the passageways, forming a plurality of bores on the adaptor would have been a 
matter of design choice since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 



Application/Control Number: 09/872,604 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3752 

working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 

5. Claims 1, 2 ( 13, 14, 16-19, and 21 , 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Dunn. 

Dunn shows a distribution tube assembly for an irrigation system of the type having a 
main supply line 16 for conveying fluid, the distribution tube assembly comprising an 
elongated frame with a first upstream end, a second downstream end and at least two 
fluid passageways 22 and 30 defined therein to permit more than one fluid stream 
therethrough, each passageway permitting fluid flow from the first upstream end to the 
second downstream end, at least one of the fluid passageways being in fluid 
communication with the main supply line, at least another of the fluid passageways 
being in fluid communication with a second fluid supply line 26, wherein the first fluid 
passage 22 is at least twice as large as a second fluid passageway as recited in claim 
2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. Claims 15 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hane. 

Since Hane shows a regulator valve 8 in the main supply line, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that placing the regulator valve in the first 
adaptor before the branch could be done without comprising the function of the device 
of Hane since the valve 8 could still be shutoff for the entire main supply line. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 10-12 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
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claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed November 25, 2004 have been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. Hane shows the structural limitations of the instant invention 

including two fluid passageways 2 and 3 in which passageway (sub-pipe as described 

in the arguments) 3 permits flow from the upstream of the water sprinkling device to the 

downstream end of the device when the holes 19 of the cock 16 are matched with the 

holes 15 of guide wall 14. As the cock 16 is rotated, the holes 19 and 15 are aligned 

and water flows from passageway 2 into passageway 3 through hole 18. Although 18 is 

labeled a hole, it is also a fluid supply line since it supplies fluid from passageway 2 to 

passageway 3. Hole 18 is thus considered to be a second fluid supply line. Dunn also 

shows two passageways 22 and 30 being fluidly connected by opening 26 which is also 

considered to be a second fluid supply line. Fluid flows into passageway 30 from 

passageway 22 through 26 and flows toward the downstream end of the device. 

* 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Davis D. Hwu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4904. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be reached on 571-272-4919. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Davis Hwu 
Primary Examiner 



